
•  Consider existing standards as part of the state of the art.

•  Use standardization as a tool for disseminating Project results and foster their 
market uptake.

•  Include specific standardization tasks or work packages to provide visibility and 
exploit its benefits.

•  Contact UNE for helping you to include these concepts into the project in 
the best way.

How to integrate standardization in research 
and innovation projects?

Considering 
standardization in research 
and innovation projects



Standardization, research and innovation
Research and innovation funding programmes, as Horizon 2020, are asking often and often for the 
inclusion of standardization activities in the projects.

The reasons are that technical standards are the playing rules of the market and that standardization 
system constitutes a wide network of collaboration and knowledge transfer. As a consequence, 
standardization supports research and innovation in the important aspects of ensuring interoperability, 
provide dissemination of the results and facilitate their introduction into the market.

Therefore, standardization activities are favourably assessed on the evaluations of project proposals, when 
they are integrated in an appropriate way. The most effective and simple way to perform this integration 
is involving a standardization body in the project. European Standardisation Organisations (CEN, CENELEC 
and ETSI) do not participate directly in the projects, delegating such participation in their respective 
national members. In the Spanish case, this member is UNE.



As a first recommendation, if the work 
programme for the topic or the specific call 
does mention standardization, it is almost a 
must to consider it within the project to not 
be disadvantaged in comparison to other 
proposals that do so.But, even in cases where 
the call does not mention it specifically, the 
benefits mentioned above are also applicable, so 
including these activities in your proposal may 

Should standardization be integrated 
in your concrete Project?

add an extra value facing its evaluation. Keep in 
mind that there are different possible activities 
to consider, and for sure there will be some of 
them that can fit into your project, whatever 
its subject or technology readiness level (TRL) 
might be. UNE will help you to decide 
whether standardization can be accommodated 
in your project, and what are the best suited 
options.
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Standardization 
and intellectual 
property
One of the most important questions that researchers arise when integrating 
standardization activities in their projects is its implication with intellectual 
property. Some time ago both concepts could seem contradictory. However, it 
is a fact in more and more sectors that the existence of a standard is in practice 
a ‘de facto’ requirement imposed by the market for a technology to succeed, 
and it is perfectly compatible with the relevant intellectual property.

For maximum effectiveness, the intellectual property protection strategy and 
the standardization strategy should be carefully coordinated from the initial 
planning of the project and during its development. UNE collaborates in 
this work, strengthening the exploitation plan of the project, and defining the 
most appropriate standardization activities in each case.

What are 
the available options 
for collaboration? 
 
UNE is participating in Horizon 2020 
and other programmes projects (national 
and regional, former FP7 and CIP, Life+, etc.) 
either as a partner of the consortia or as 
subcontractor. In other cases it does as an 
advisory body.

  
UNE brings more than 25 years of
experience and its knowledge about 
standardization and its procedures to identify, 
coordinate and develop the activities related to 
standards that are deemed as necessary.



What can be the concrete contribution 
of standardization to your research 
and innovation Project?
If you are preparing a proposal for a research or innovation Project, and 
you think you can add it some value by incorporating a standardization 
component, contact the standardization staff in UNE.  We will help you 
discover the available options. Any information you submit will be strictly 
confidential.

Research and
innovation project 
steps

Possible standardization activities

Consortium 
preparation

 Contact with UNE.
 Decision on the type of participation.

Proposal 
elaboration

 Identification of the activities/tasks.
 Resources, timing and budget definition. 
 Good transmission of the concepts in the proposal documents.

Negotiation
  Contribution to the necessary adjustments and redefinitions.

Project 
development

 Identification of applicable standards, published 
  or under development.
 Identification of new standardization fields.

 Collaboration with existing standardization technical committees
 Technical proposals for new or revised standards.
 Participation and leadership in new or revised

   standards writing.
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